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The 2010 Census Will Be Different 

Census 2000 

Short Form (Everyone) 
 Age 
 Gender 
 Hispanic Origin 
 Race 
 Relationship to householder 
 Housing tenure (own/rent) 

Long Form (Sample) 
 Income 
 Education 
 Employment status 
 Place of birth 
 Ability to speak English 
 Disability 
 Journey to work, etc. 

Census 2010 

Short Form Only (Everyone) 
 Age 
 Gender 
 Hispanic Origin 
 Race 
 Relationship to householder 
 Housing tenure (own/rent) 

American Community Survey 
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What is the American Community 
Survey (ACS)?  

 Continuous survey of 3 million addresses each year 
 Testing began in 1996 
 “Full” implementation began in 2005 

 Designed to provide reliable and timely demographic, 
socioeconomic, and housing data every year 

 Provides benchmarks before the Economic Stimulus 
package as well as data to track impacts over time in 
communities across the nation 
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What Data is Collected in the ACS? 
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Release Schedule for ACS Data 
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Importance of the 2010 Census 

Decennial Census 

Population Estimates 

Housing Estimates 

Projections 

Third Party Estimates 
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Importance of Population Estimates  

       Population 

        Estimates 

Vital Statistics 

ACS, CPS, other surveys 

State and local governments 

Third Party Estimates 


