VIGNETTES OF PAA HISTORY
Conrad Taeuber, PAA President in 1948-49, describes the history of COPS – PAA's voice in its important role as watchdog of government-gathered population statistics.  Con continues to keep a PAA eye on such matters as our current representative to the Council of Professional Associations on Federal Statistics (along with Robert Parke) and to the Federal Statistics Users' Conference.

PAA Committee on Populations Statistics (COPS)

The origin of COPS traces back to an informal lunch some 25 years ago in Chapel Hill.  Rupert Vance had arranged to bring together a few PAA friends who happened to be in town.  There was no agenda, but talk soon turned to the role of the relatively small organization, the PAA.

It was agreed that demographers have a vital stake in the population data produced by Federal ---- and also State and Local ---- government agencies.  Individual demographers were serving on advisory committees and were frequently called on as consultants, and there had been an encouraging increase in the number of competent demographers in Federal service.  The next step appeared to be some action by PAA as the organized voice for a large share of the professionally active demographers.  Other similar discussions elsewhere arrived at the same consensus.

The official year of birth is 1962, for it was in that year that the Population Council made a grant of $8,000 for a period of three years to support the work of PAA Committee on Population Statistics.  The first committee was appointed with Ronald Freedman as Chairman.  In 1970 the Population Council made a second grant of $23,000 for 18 months to support some specific tasks the Committee had identified.  In both cases the Council agreed to leave the funds available for longer periods when it turned out that the Committee's prudent managers had avoided disbursing all of the funds in the time originally set.
During its 20 years of existence, COPS' purposes have remained essentially the same.  These are:  1) to maintain close liaison with the government agencies that produce population statistics; 2) to review such statistics in relation to the needs; 3) to recommend action by the agencies to develop new data or to modify existing practices; 4) to alert PAA members to problems in relation to programs that produce population statistics; and 5) to assure that PAA's views become known to decision-making governmental agencies.

Although COPS has devoted most attention to the major statistical agencies, it recognized from the beginning that agencies with a minor role in statistics-gathering should also be on its agenda.  In carrying out its mandate, the Committee has involved the broad PAA membership through extensive use of subcommittees.  On at leas one occasion COPS formally polled a sample of members. This was in regard to a Census of Religious Bodies.  (There were neither preponderant favorable nor negative views and the Committee so reported.)

COPS has frequently channeled the views of demographers to relevant Congressional committees.  It arranged to have a letter sent to register PAA's opposition to Congressman Betts' proposal that answers to most questions in the 1970 census long-form schedule be made voluntary.  Similar proposals considered by Congress for the 1980 census were viewed by the Committee as threats to the quality of that census and it played an active role in bringing that view to the appropriate Congressional committees.  On March 16, 1982, four of COPS' five members testified in a Congressional hearing on the impact of cuts in statistical program budgets proposed by the current Administration.

COPS has placed high priority on cooperation with other professional associations.  It recommended that PAA join the Federal Statics Users Conference and served as PAA's representation to the FSUC.  Although COPS no longer fills that role, it is in close touch with PAA's collaboration with FSUC and the recently established inter-associational organs:  the Council of Professional Associations on Federal Statistics (COPAFS) and the Consortium of Social Science Associations (COSSA).
Persons who chaired COPS following Freedman are:  Otis Dudley Duncan, 1964-55;  Everett Lee, 1966-67;  Charles Nam, 1967-69;  Karl Taeuber, 1969-73;  Harold Winsborough, 1973-75;  Jeanne Clare Ridley, 1975-79.  Andrew Cherlin is the current Chairman.

In its 20 years of studies and reports, COPS has frequently dealt with matters of continuing concern to demographers.  Basic concepts in fertility, mortality, immigration, and internal migration have come under scrutiny as needs have changed.  The decennial Census of Population has been of major concern.  Evaluation of the quality of the 1960 Census was an early topic of the Committee's agenda.  That also holds true for measures of socioeconomic status, the analysis of newly available data on journey to work, and the continuing modifications in the delineation of metropolitan areas.  Prior to the 1970 Census there was special attention to revision of the CPS sample in light of the Census results, the concepts of family and household, and measurement of social mobility.  COPS has continually encouraged access to Census results in the form of computer tape or hard copy.  Recently a subcommittee reviewed the matter of access to government data and formulated recommendations following a series of consultations with agency representatives.
Shortly after this issue of PAA Affairs appears, the Committee will begin a series of discussions of needed review of concepts, aimed at the 1990 Census.

COPS helped develop and focus PAA's interest in the still-unrealized mid-decade Census.  It also gave early consideration to the desirability of drawing a sample from the 1940 and 1950 Censuses and creating comparable tapes to facilitate analyses of data from each Census from 1940 to 1980.

Though Federal statistical agencies may initially have regarded COPS as a gadfly, they have come to see it as a valuable resource.  They have found that COPS can be counted on the reflect the view of non-governmental members of the profession who comprise a large fraction of serious data users and whose criticism and support are seen as essential.
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